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snch a plan. They dread with reason tlie dealing with great
numbers of the lower class of people. The attempt is painful,
hazardous. It is not every gentleman who is fit for if. Fortunes
have been made by this process, but the difficulties will not be
encountered by those who have inherited property, and have
been reared in refinement or indulgence. This state of things
produces the middleman. The middleman is necessary to
Ireland, as the shopkeeper is necessary to London. The London
consumer cannot deal conveniently with the merchant, nor the
Irish small farmer with the nobleman or gentleman who possesses
a large estate. ... If you impede the appointment of middle-
men, there will be fewer small farms, and higher prices will be
given for them. ... So far from discouraging middlemen, I
would venture to recommend again, as I did twenty-one years
ago, that a company should be formed for purchasing estates as
they came to market, and subdividing them.'l

The Act of 1793, granting votes to Catholic forty-shilling
freeholders, gave an additional impulse to the movement of sub-
division, by making it the interest of each landlord to multiply
the votes that he could command. By many writers, indeed,
this Act has been represented as the main cause, but this view
is a gross and manifest exaggeration.2 When the tenant class
were anxious to subdivide, and when the landlord class had
strong economical reasons for allowing them to do so, the result
could hardly have been doubtful, and political motives can have
only slightly accelerated it. Land jobbers multiplied in the last
years of the century, because the trade had become very profit-
able ; leaseholders subdivided because it was their plain interest
to do so, and in similar circumstances similar evils will inevit-
ably appear. It is not necessary to look to remote or barbarous
countries for a parallel. In the last few years, parliamentary
inquiries have disclosed exactly the same evils, springing from
the same cause, in great districts of London and of our provincial
towns. We find there, all the leading features of the Irish

1 Stokes's   Observations    on   the     fines.'   (Memoirs, ii. 17,18.)
Population and Resources of Ireland          2 I have seen it stated, that the

(1822), pp. 29-31.   Edgeworth seems     subdivision of farms   was   nowhere

to have been one of the few landlords     greater than   on   glebe   and   other

who set  his   face   against  subdivi-     Church lands, where political  mo-

sion, by inserting in all his leases,     tives can hardly have applied.
and stringently enforcing, * alienation